
nin steen vcar;, and continued lo incrcaae in ti m rat o
I u ' VL ... ' , for -J BSiJ --OC that tins wouldthev hue only lo »o a t«>r.. p.... .

soon bt come aconttngonlGi vt m:i . * . "..
con,,^.c,, it, tlSthe Departments ... tot»> t'utUarrastd tiie \« »m.u

,r..11<r»i,strengthen it >" lae o«i!v source <.! re ." *- " -

which any free Government could have '
;r ti,.. r .iiti I -n ¦ of I «e great m i'1 ' . and

, i , ,.'V. inis was '.ii nuke it honest.lotiie onlv wa\ ." "
, , .vmake ,t'reW.siMe.:n'«l :<'1 ,l be known what they u-

abided the i»ut»ltc «»."»«J£
estimate-; from the 1 h.s »»» lt'L «

h,. uoui.1 take to r.'f 'r.n ; and he v.-niured to «J
heart-. *i'C tits. »ilt.-iil h.ivmg con¬

sulted them, that they would co-operate in it. It would
..uz/le no lieail of a Department. and not m" «.

chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means to
v ,v Low much of these contingent expenses could I

dispensed with. Any member of the committee t:ou d

,ell the chairman of tin- t n.m.ttec ot jMeans how he could retrench. He (Mr G.«u d

sav, knock out the "lJ.rds of America, and main

other of the unnecessary items which he had read.
He hoped they would recommit the bill in some iorm

or other. If they chose to strike out those appropria¬
tions for contingencies in the lull, nothing w-ts ^"""jti-an that the chairn. m of the committee <-» ^ .'> * .l»"

Cleans should call for specific e,ti.nateson these various

,-enis Let them pas« tii it p rtion ol the bill to winch
there was no exception, and then bring in another bill,
tor which the estimates for the,e contingencies should
bp furnished. They must put the hook in the nose ot

Vlr HI 1 MORE said he confessed the speech of the
gentleman who had just taken his se U was a matter «f
no little surprise to him, however it might have J..<.c.t d
ihe House. What was the situation of the House and
of the country with refeience to the appropriation lull:
It had been in committee about lour weeks ; and every
opportunity he had had he had moved to take it up;
und he owed it to the House to say thrv had, in almost
all cases, granted his request; and now they had only
irot to the l"»th section .»! nbout 200 sections in the bill
and al last a gentleman on thin floor, who was suppos¬
ed to possess intormntion from the Executive 1 epart-
ments of this Government, came and told us that he
could answer for them, and that we should strike out

the contingent expenscs^in |lim uie llw. IU1^«nS!un)«S he Jul not know* what authority the

the chairman of the Committee ol Ways and -Means
hid for defining his (Mr. G's) relations to the Execu

lU>lr FILLMORE hp had said that it was svpj>osni
that the gentleman had authority from the executive
Departments to recommend this course.

Mr GILMER said he represented the pcop.e. ne

d,d not acknowledge the authority ofany one to direct
him What he had said was, that from his knowledge
of men at the head of the Departments and from their
position belorethe country, he thought he could ten-

lure, without their authority, to siy they wouldco-ope¬
rate m any w.se measure of this sort to aid >n relorm.
He would sav to the gentleman ,

rCnesof'-That s enough; "th.s is not explanation. J
Sir. FILLMORE slid that in speafcing ot toe pecu¬

liar relations supposed to exist between the gent email

and the Executive portion of the Government he had
not intended to use any offens.ve language He
posed those relations were perfectly honorable, but uha
troubled him was, tha> the estimates that had been si int

lor the appropriations, had come Iroin the Executive
Departments' m the usual way; and they had su^osedill*.v rely on them; and that now the gentleman
,n this peculiar relation to the Admm.stratioo, had gon^»for str.king out all the contingent appropriations 1
he (Mr F ,) coui.l be governed by his feelings, instead
of his judgment, after tins motion, he would say, "strike
out all the appropriations for contingent expenses nt

once.'
fCries of "Agreed," "agreed j
Mr CUSH ING called to order, remarking tint gen¬

tlemen about linn were exclaiming, in audiule voices,

"P cr.es of ..Agreed, * "str-ke m.t," "agreed
The CHA1RMAN"ca 1 led the Committee to oruer.

"'

mt FILLMORE, c mtinued. If such a course

should be taken, after the speech of the gentleman
trom Virginia, he washed his hands trom the conse-

q.iences of it He only said that the Committee ot
Wavs and Means hnd reported tiie auifiunts l->r tiiese

cciiiinjrvnc.es from the estimates of Executive Depart
men!" and in r.<i instance had they exceeded the
mr.ndi, but had strictly scrutinized the various item?

What would be the consequenceoi pursuing the course

indicated by the peculiar friends of the Administration-
There were little contingencies to light the various Ue-

vartments, the r ij.i.site fuel, ai d things indispetwi-
1j e to carrv on the pnbl <. service, and yet here came a

motion from the supposed peculiar friends ol tin* Kxe-
outive to deprive 'tie Deportment ot the Government
of these requisites ,,.Mr WISE bad another genth-mau (Mr t :'.ruthers|
had made the motion, and not his colleague v Mr Gil-

Mr FILLMORE said he admitted that, but the mo¬

tion was most warmly endorsed by the gentleman from
Virginia, ("Mr. Gilmer.

.Mr. GILMER vviii.nut my knowledge
Mr CARVTHERS ;\lr. Fillmore having yielded

him the floor f.r e\pl m, : on said he did not k»i<,-v that
the gentleman from \ irjm a intended to m;.!..- i u.otion

of this kind. He had in i<:e the m-.t on on I. s oxvn re¬

sponsibility and he objected to being called a peculiar
friend of tlie Administration
Mr GILMER (Mr Fdlmore yielding him the lloor)

referred to Mr Fillmore's remarks of yesterday, as re¬

ported in the Intelligencer <«f tins morning, in which
he r.Mr F' hid said that the Con.mittee of Ways and
Means had a bill under consideration relative to the con¬

tingent expenses ot the Departments ol Government,
fie asked why they bhould not defer 11ssubject tiii t.'ial
bill was reported
.Mr FILLMORE said tint was the reason Ik» had

urged on the committee am! ttie peculiar mends .>! the
Executive n it t > pres- on the committee these motions,
because the Committee ot Vv aya and Means had under
consideration this cubject, and, although lie could not

pledge himself for the action of the committee, in due
time, he believed, a bill would be presented regulating-
these contingent funds Hut what had been the course
ot proceeding here Her- was the Administration on

one side calling on the 11 n-e to act with expedition,
because the public service was suffering, and "ii the
other side tiie peculiar friends of the Administration on

this floor were interposing motion after motion to ob¬
struct the progress of tins bill. He had made an appeal
vesterday morning to th>' gentleman trom \ irgmia,
Mr Wise,] to withdraw his amendment to the amend

jnent, and to the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. G
Davis,] to withdraw his amendment, that they inig.it
proceed with tins bill. The gentleman from \ irg nin
withdrew his motion, and then tiie gentleman trom

Kentucky withdrew his; and what was then done-
Then the gentleinnn from Virginia. (Mr. Wise,] who
was supposed also to entertain peculiarly friendly rela¬
tions to the Executive Department of ttn< Govt rniuent
-and he i Mr F.).spoke of this in an honorable point ot
View.moved the subsequent amendment which had
,,,ven r.<e to tins debate, and it might be int rimnahle

Mr. WISE (.Mr F. having yielded the floor) said
that he had ofl'ered Ins amendment simply to get clear
of the proviso of the chairman of the Committee of
Wavs and Means. [Mr Fillmore,] which he had mtro-
dite'ea from that committee, and winch he could not
withdraw. If the amendment of the gentleman could
be withdrawn, he would withdraw Ins.
Mr FILLMORE said if he could withdraw Ins

amendment he would, because he was satisfied that a

bill would be reported from the Committee of Ways
and Means on this subject, which would do ample just¬
ice

'

But he had not the power to do it, (Ins amend¬
ment having been adopted by the committee ) The
gentleman from Virginia had the power to withdraw
h.s, and if he did it, he knew that the bill would come

from the Committee ot Ways and Means, and they
might pass on through tins bill and dispose of the pub-lic'busiiies* in Bnine reasonable tune, while he now

i m pel led them, by insisting on his amendment, to en¬

ter .nt" the general discussion of party politics and the
or nting of the laws in the various papers, and he (Mr.
F ) h.iidii waschargt able to those members v. ho moved
these various amendments, and insisted on them either
for the purport- of benefitting one party or the other
He had no doubt but the gentleman, in moving this
amendment, was actuated by honorable motives, hut
he cnlled on him, on the committee, and on the coun¬

try, to take notice who it was that prevented the prose¬
cution of the pubi c business jMr CARITHERS a«ked if the gentleman would
permit him to inquire whether there had been any de-
lay on tins bill except on the clauses for contingent ex-

penses'
Mr FILLMORE. Certainly not
Mr CARL'THERS. Then it was an argument to;

btnke them out
Mr. FILLMORE. But did not ihe gentleman per¬

ceive that it was a course never before pursued in tins
House, and was what caused the very difficulty the gen
tleman deprecated, and caused tins debate, by oelnying
all proceedings m tins Housed There was no warrant

for such a proceeding, no person had looked to the con¬

sequences of it, and it was for that reason that, although
the first impulse of his leelmgs was to go w ith the gen-
tleman from Virginia when he intimated his course,
vet when he looked to the consequences to the public
service, he doubted the propriety of it. Rut, it th-re

no other mode by winch this bill could be passed
if they should be goaded on by amendments Iroin the;
particular friends of the Executive, on their heads let
the consequences be, and not on his.
He would not go into an examination of t.ie various

items of the bill, but would take this item as an ilitis
tration of the whole. Here was an .tern ot

for the contingent expenses, and tne puj.ication o,

tho laws. They were to he published in pursu
nnce of a standing law; and he a.ked it gentlemen
who spoke for the Executive on this floor wen-

prepared to violate the Iw which required ih.s pub¬
lication 5 for, by withholding this appropriation, they
must necessarily produce this effect He wanted to

know how these things were done without money v» ho
would publish these'lawa ;f they withheld the appro-

;1(. voice SifCI'OBiftll« V aUil.'.l
'.rmtio;! ' t lieu u>v"1 j |»ivetthis and° means. Would lo GodUlcnp without t.K

o:|J;i(ua was jo make
.. me a|.rrop::.»! .n I r ,

^ h(, vv;l0 wlUmg tothe gentleman "rilt.re were some appropria-v 0,11 u° ('t. i>a v the necessary expense* <»t
lions necessary l«

,¦ f. ls! t. .Uard the public

l^»kU!li,B?U" of theAdmimstrat.on in lb.. : And
was U7>1VI^VfiJ0";:d,nc sp >ko his own views.t r.lMOllE paid there had bee., a complaint

.. mil f.r appropriation tor ex.racl« ik
mruJe bv the get.U. >a«

^
l ^(| llic Administration;Is.r«»; Ik- V MS '!. I 11

it was made ir...u
but it was due ... »t, '

lar.»e amount of this arose
this source, to .ay ^ st.nl fro... this House
Iron, resolutions t»r

_. hcy ,;OI,|d not answer with
totue Department:-. .

^ f l(>rks ||,. opinionU"1 .** °1''" (i;:t|,av °5.i index prepared i.. their
was, that if t.ie>

^ ^ ihe 110l.ei8lty ,-.r many of
i.ocument , .

thought were adopted with-these ^sohu.ors, w ^ |u. had ||0liljng lo (lo
otil sufficient <

ntion I'ro.n attacks lro.n that
:n defending A *'»

tJ lhe ^..lb-man from
quarter. II-- <. -

, j he lv0U|d withdrawVirginia, [Mr. U . b'ul Mk.ve that the gen-h.s amendment._ , despatch of the public| tieman was a*
^ ^^ ^ W(,|lUrawbusiness as lie .

||d uot jr0m the experiencehis amendment. T ^ u. s,,. UlIll there was noot one or t. r, d.i s «
jor a wet k .r

i::,sn-* «.<«..' .».^ »«««-w'

"S. VVl'si: r?u'ylk~''l 'i'" >.'. kMX>'»l>l* J.1'"'""""r' /, ..... Ways and Means [Mr Fil.more])of the Committee o. .' ° .
.

was i-sui'lv verv self-possessed or.d dispassionate

iswra-JS !5Ki^*n~li
.ind irte' adducing the testimony, would call on ever>

'
i . II to sav, whether those who were

1£piculiar friends of the Pres.dent in that
'Mouse were reallv tesponsible lor the i.elnv winch ha«

occurred in the progresl of this appropria.,;;,, biH^Medid not knew how ,'ian-v ^l lJl ^"'V" ] Me shouldfr.ends there now were. [A\oici,
i ;;:;1 "S."« US'S'H.'^tafsA fete »».««
were and who were not of tnat class her.-. . r.

hpre wen. into a recapitulation ol the several mot.o .8

which had been made in relation to btr.k.ng irom thr
b.tl items of the contingent fund not warranted by lau.
nmmtm '. and calling on the Clia.r to witness, t..at Mr.
K.'l!mf»re himself had been the very man l.rst concern-
ed altbou .1) he now invoked all the blame on the heads
of the President's friend-. He referred lo the amend¬
ment proposed by Mr. Dav.s of Kentucky ; the op¬
position to the whole proceeding by Mr. Lushing, and
the declaration of the Chairman In...sell, that a.nend-
mPrUs of this description in an appropriation bill were

,t in order; and to the reversal of that dfCision by
,he Committee of the Whole; to Mr. Cush.ng s se¬

cond remonstrance and protest; and the second de-
cisM.n of the committee sanctioning such a proceed-
;nir Me compared the amendment ol Mr. Mavis, and
his frequent modifications of it while under discus¬
sion to a chameleon, which was at one time green,
at another blue, at another red, so that <t was hard
to tell w Isi.t its color was at any given period. Me
accused Mr F.llmore of having seized on the pre-
,ext of the application of a part of the contingent fund
to strike at the Mad.sonian, and thus deprive the hxe-
cutive of what l.^d alvvavs been enjoyed under every
yrevious Administration.tt»e advantage ol having a

public pr« ss at the seat of Government to speak in his
behalf, while other presses expressed the views of the
opposition. If this course was to be sanct.oned by the
majnritv, and pursued for party ends then the friends
of the President n.-ist fall back on the true pr.nc.ples
of reform, and, depriving the presses on both sides ol

all Government patronage, provide lordo.ng the public
printing at Government expense.
Mr VV alluded to the w ithdrawal, both by Mr. lla-

vii. and himself, of their respect.ve amendments, and
the refusal of Mr Fillmore and h.s committee to with-
draw a proviso already inserted ... the bill, lor printing
bv contiuct, which answered the purpose desired by
that Gentleman and his friends: thus having h.s bird in

h.s Iwnd. While Mr. Wise's was in the bu.-h: retaining
and swallowing the oyster, and giving .Mr H and .>lr.

Davis the two shells, Ac.
Ik th. t. alluded to the subsequent stages of the de¬

bate and the other motions to amend, the last of which
had proceeded, not from Mr. \V. s colh-ague, (Mr. l.il-
,ner > but from the gentleman from I ennessee, Mr- * a.

ruiliers.) Mr. W. (though not in an ofiensivesense) mi-

puled Mr. Fillmore's complaining of d^lay, and charg¬
ing this on the President's friends, to mere atTectat.on
while, if there was any guilt in the matter, lie himselt
was tt.e t'.i.lty man, and the Committee ol the \ hoe*
wrr- responsible for having sanctioned so enormous a

de -arture from all correct order as to allow amend-
,.J.ts g,,inj to change the laws of the land lo oe intro-
duced into an appropriation b.l!.

ll' ti.e proviso should he insisted on, then Mr
should in?- si on *^hiu bringing forward Ins proposition
in regard to a Government press, and fully debating it,
and readin" all the documents bearing on ihe subject,
Mr W., though a friend of the President, did not at
nil Riree in the opinions expressed by one of Ins col-
leagues, [Mr Cilmer,] nor tiiose of Ihe gentleman from
Tennessee, Mr. Caruthers,] in favor ol Btrik.i.g all
contingent appropriations from the lull, which lie con-

sidrreiTa verv absurd idea. As to the chairman s being
willing to do liits, and .nsert all cont.ngenc.es in a

separate bill, that was (|inte a mare's nest-a discovery
just as if the other bill must not be an appropriation

loll as much as tins, and as if the same principles
would not apply to that, lie argued to show that it

would be no more possible lo make the contingent ex¬

penses a matter of specific estimate in that bill than it

I was in tins Thev must,after all, refer to Ihe estimates
of last year But who could say the same amounts
would be needed next year Should the idea of Ins
colleague (Mr. Gilmer) prevail, it would appear as il
the contingent expenses under ihi* Administration had
suddenly sprung up to *700,000, whereas tl.-y had
been gradually growing under past Administrations.

(Mr. Gilmer explained )
Mr \\ then noticed the course of Mr. b illmore

in calcium* at the v.ords of Ins colleague (Mr (til.
,.or> the moment he sat down, and rather expresi.ng
himself in favor of the object he had advocated .
Was this ti.e tact of the gentleman from New Wk-
was it bis policy lo cut ill' supplies from this Admi¬
nistration was tint to be the party game? II it was,
then Mr W (speaking merely as a party man, and
without respect to consequences upon the country,)
would very gladly fold Ins arms and look on while
others d.U Hie work. Such a course was neither
patriotic toward the country nor fair to the hxe-
culive: but if gentlemen expected the President and
Ins Administration would be blamed for this, the
people would very effectually undeceive them. True,
the gentleman from New ^ ork had very fairly and
openly protested against such n course; but there had
been at the sime moment a leer of his eye, a hint to-
wards l..« partv friends, in which it was impossible Mr
\v could have been dee-ived. The gentleman ploughed
oho way a M.I looked another. If that was to be the
p .licv, then he >'n.l to the gentleman and Ins friends,
.-Go it'.go it, and 1 -hall be thankful to you.-' All
he would sny for 'h- Administration was, that it would
itiempt to do its duty although surrounded by obsta-

t ics such as Administration never had to encounter
before, .1 would go on and recommend suitable men-
Hiires and advocate tliein on proper grounds: ij il could
nut L''rr </"' country iruoil measures, it icuitld ill icust sc-

mrr the country good issues.
As to the proviso of the committee and the amend-

menu of its friends, they were mere expedients to take
the Government patronage from one paper and give it
.o another, lie hoped the committee would go with
him in In- <ll ri to bring back the whole matter lo statu
uuo, ju.<t w here it had stood at the beginning of these
maii.L :vie- Mr. W. «-..m liiried by vcbein. utly d.s

claiming ail responsibility lor the delay, ami declaring
again, that it' the proviso was In be insisted on, he
should insist on again offering h.s amendment to pro¬
vide for toe public printing by a Government press.
The CM.MR here interposed and observed that the

debate had taken too wide a range and inusl for lhe
future be confined to narrower limits.
Mr CKNT.'IY here obtained the floor, but yielded it

t.i Mr Fillmore for Ihe purpose o
' explanation.

Mr (TSHING said, ll.at if the tloor were yielded,
he should claim it.
Some confusion here occurred, several gentlemen at

once addressing the Chair as to whether Mr. Fillmore
should be allowed to proceed.

Alter an explanation by the ( hair.
Mr. FILLMORK proceeded, and explained in rpply

to the charge by Mr. Wise of his being the author of
the wh ile delay, that the amendment he had offered
had been by order of the committee ol Ways and Means,
and he had offered it w.thouteven so much as thinking
of the Madisonian, and how thai paper might be affect-

I ed bv it, although the gentleman accused the wholes
movement as being aimed at li:ai press I he object was
to rer-tore the law of appropriation bills to to.s Ad.n.ins-
tration as the Whigs had given it to its predecessor by
the nid of the gentleman s own vote, who then acleti
with them. As to Ihe delay

Mere Mr Cl'SUING again interposed, insisting that
if the gentleman from New \ork was about going into
an argument, he (Mr C.) claimed the floor, it having
been yielded lor explanation only.
After some remarks Irom the Chairman,
Mr FILLMORE resumed. The amendment, which

lhe gentleman charged with delaying the puMic busi¬
ness, had passed so quickly, that even the ver\ \ .gi
hint gentleman froin V irgi.na, Mr. iso] had not had
time to object to it Was that any great delay ? Tlie gen¬
tleman, however, had warned the Committee thai it was
in his power to delay the passage of the bill until a cer¬
tain pit.v so in .t should he stricken out, in order to
allow ihe President to patronize a press at the seat of
Government.

If that was tn he the issue, Mr F. trusted that a ma
. only of the committee would rather sit here t:!l the
th day of March next, than v.eld the ground to threats

that description Mr F. had a r.ghl to speak cf the

.tiifi-.inist.uiion r. :!ii llie utnisal freedom 2.1 mutfb right
as anv other member mi that floor; but he appealed to

the gentleman hiiinelf whi-ther, in she cn?e of c bill vi<

tn! to the interests <¦(' t!:«. Administration, the Commit¬
tee of Ways and Means had not d.jnc Us full part to

sustain t'ie Administration, while the gentleman and
ln» friends had delayed the bill, as they were now do¬

ing. bv amendment alter amendment?
Mr. GENTRY here resumed the floor, but gave way,

amid many cries of "rise, rise," l,go on, hold on," to a

motion by Mr. COOPER of Georgia, that the commit¬
tee rise.
Which motion prevailing, the committee rose.

.Miinilu)/. .Vurrlt 1 -1
IN SENATE.

Mr. BAG BY, Senator from Alabama, who had been
routined to Ins room l-y indisposition, appeared in his
seal to-day.
77/r rum of the People turned lo thrir litprcscntatiers.
Mr. CLAY presented a petition, numerously signed

by citizens of Western Pennsylvania, complaining of
the conduct of Congress, 'i he petitioners state that

Congress assembled on the 1st of December to adopt
measures for tla- welfare of I he country, and that it was

now 111 March, and they had looked in vain to find that

thev had accomplished any ofthe objects lor which Con¬

gress was convened. They say that the continuance ol

Coio'ress in session is attended with great expense to

the people, and as there appears to be little prospect of

doing their duly, they hoped Congress would adjourn
Mr. C. was sorry to say there was some foundation for
the complaint.
Mr. C. also presented a memorial from Orleans

county, New York, in which they complain of the long
debates and disgraceful scenes of disorder in Congress,
and the consequent neglect of the public business ;
and stating that a large portion of time is consumed in

personal invective : which they say is unworthy of a

deliberative assembly, and has been carried to such an

extent as to forfeit the respect of the country and the
civilized woild ; and pray that a thorough reform may
be made of those causes of complaint. To accomplish
which, they recommend the abolition or regulation of

pay for mileage, the reduction of their pay to five dol¬
lars, the abolition of the franking privilege, the curtail
inent of the quantity of stationery heretofore consumed,
the adoption of the one hour rule, and the passage of a

law fixing the fourth of March in each year as the pe¬
riod of adjournment, thereby limiting the long sessions
of Congress ; and the enforcement of the rules to pre¬
serve the decorum end dignity of the body, by thy
|iulBluii u> »vuuu.. -C -«ol, nil IriiJiilgtf ill jjri.ional in-
vective. lie lipped some of the reforms which have
been indicated will take place. He did not know which
was the proper committee it should go to, but it was his
impression it should go to the Committee on Finance.
Mr. BUCHANAN thought it should go to the Re¬

trenchment Commit tee.
Mr. SEYIER thought it should be referred to the

Committee on Manufactures, as that committee pro¬
poses to regulate the value of labor.

PETITION OF MUs>. IU.ENNERIIA9SETT.
Mr. CLAY presented the petition of Mrs. Margaret

Blennerhassett, the widow of Mr. Harmau Blenner¬
hassett, who, some years since, lived cn an island on

the Ohio river, hearing his name, and who was sup¬
posed to have been connected with the famous enter-

prize of Col. Burr in IcOj or Jj;(Jt». This lady, whom
lie saw with her husband in lri05, as they passed
through Lexington, Kentucky, was, at that time, the
most beautiful and accomplished of her sex. She was

an Irish lady, and besides her personal merits, had the

advantage of being related to the Emmetts of Ireland
Her husband was a man of great learning and emi¬
nence, and, from h:s natural disposition, was wholly
unfit for any such transactions with which he was

charged before the world, in connection with Colonel
Burr. In consequence of the charges preferred against
Mr. Blennerhassett, he and his family were broken up
and driven from their home; and their island, which had
been beautified and adorned by them, he (Mr. Clay) saw
for the first time, in the spring of 1S07, which then exhi¬
bited some remains of beauty, ornamental grounds and

gravelled walks, shrubbery, and flowers: and the house,
and every thing around it, betokened taste and ele¬

gance, but, at the same time, bore testimony of dilapi.
riation. It appeared, according to the pet lion, (and no

doubt from what he had heard and seen, it staled the

facts,) that in consequence of the charge of a connec-

lion of Blennerhassett with Burr, a military force of
from oil to 100 men, took possession of the island; and
it was proved by the testimony of Morgan Neville,
and William Robinson, who were young men of good
character, and whom Col. Burr induced to engage in
his enterprise, that the soldiery seized all the stores

which had been laid up for the family, and also injured
the island to a very great extent. This lady, the peti-
tioner, was in extreme indigence, and had come from
Ireland lately, and was now residing in the city of N.
Y., where she w.issupported by the charity of her coun-

try men. She had as>n, but he was wholly helpless, and
was incapable of rendering her any assistance; and «hc
had forborne to present this claim because of the preju-

I dice that had existed against her husband, who died se-

yeral years since in a foreign land; but she had now

come forward and brought the claim to his notice, and
it was founded on the depredations committed upon her

property on the island. For these injuries she was en-

tilled to the redressot the Government; and llie onlydif-
ficulty would be as to the amount to which she should
be indemnified. Alter the delay which had occurred,
and the in jury inflicted, and taking into view the condi-
of the petitioner, he hoped that his friends who had the
charge of claims would take up this case, and at the eur-

liest opportunity, do ample justice to this suffering ludy.
The petition was referred to the committee 011 Claims.
Mr. BUCHANAN presented the proceedings of a

large meeting held in Lebanon, Pennsylvania, without
distinction of party, attributing all the embarrassments
and evils under which the country labors, to the effect
of the Compromise act. They say that the remedy for
these evils consists not so much in the establishment of
any Board of Exchequer, Fiscal Agent, Independent
Treasury, or National Bank, nor the compulsory re¬

sumption of specie payments by the banking institu-'
lions in the several Stales; but that the relief from ex-1
isling evils can alone be obtained by establishment of a

judicious discriminatingTariff: referred lo the Commit¬
tee on Manufactures.
Also presented two memorials from Pennsylvania,

asking protection to the iron interests, bv Iho re-esta-
blishmenl of the tariff of duties of 1^31).

Also, a memorial from York, Pa., complaining of the
disadvantages ol the Compromise act, and praying the
establishment of a protective tanfi'; which were referred
lo the Committee on Manufactures.
Also presented two memorials from Philadelphia

county, Pa., asking the passage of a law refunding to

Major-General Jackson the fine of £1000 and costs,
imposed on him by Judge Iloll in I~Iin Louisiana,
for discharging his duty to his countrv by declaring
martial law, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
PRACTICAL ECC»NO MV- UEPfOTION OF' THE PAY OF

¦M EM BUBS OF CONGRESS.
Mr. WRIGHT presented a petition, numerously

signed, from Onondaga county, New York, praying
that Congress will pass a law reducing the pay of
members of Congress lo five dollars per day; referred
to the Committee on I'eirenchment.
On motion ol Mr. SMITH, the Committee on Pub¬

lic Lands was discharged from the further considera¬
tion of all the resolutions and petstinns referred lo it
upon the subject of the issue and location of Virginia
Military Land Warrants, and they were referred to the
Committee on Military Affairs.
On motion "f Mr. BARROW, it was

lirsolrnl, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be
instructed to inquire into the expediency of an imme¬
diate appropriation by Congress for the construction of
a war steamer 011 the most improved plan, for the de¬
fence of New Orleans, to be constructed at some suit¬
able point on the waters of the Mississippi river.

Mr. YOUNG submitted the following resolution:
Ilrsnlrnj, That the Committee on Public Lands be

instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting
a township of land to the Staie of Illinois", for the pur¬
pose of aiding the establishment of an institution, char¬
tered by the Legislature of the Stale, for the education
of the deaf and dumb within its limits.
Mr YiJl'NG bo nl, in prrsenting tins resolution, he

w as requested to state that the General Aksembly of
Illinois had si me thrto or four years ago granted a

charter or passed some act of incorporation for the
education of the deaf and dumb in that State. That a

board of trustees had been appointed for its manage¬
ment, and a small appropriation made by way of a be¬

ginning, but totally inadequate to place the institution
on a permanent basis. He said it had been ascertained
by the late census, that this unfortunate closs of our

fellow-beings in the State of Illinois alone, numbered
near three hundred souls. The question now forcibly
presents itself to the Senate and to the country, whe¬
ther they shall be suffered to remain in their pre¬
sent dark and benighted condition, or shall they be
elevated by a system of education now known to be
practical, to intellectual enjoyment, and such of their
faculties as lie dormant for the want of proper instruc¬
tion, brought into active being, and made subservient
to many of the useful employments in life, concerning
which they probably in their uneducated condition
have little or 110 conception. Congress has already
made liberal grants of land in all the new States and
Territories for the purposes of ordinary education in
our common schools, and for the higher branches ofin-
struction in our colleges, academies, and universities,
but no provision has been made as yet for the more un¬

fortunate of our youth, who are deprived of two of the
most important, useful and interesting of the faculties
with which mankind are usually blessed, and for whose
benefit the resolution under consideration has been pre¬
sented. He concluded by hoping that the Committee on

Public Lands would give to the subject all the conside¬
ration its importance demanded, and that a liberal grant
of land would not be withheld for so humane and chari¬
table a purpose.
The resolution was then adopted, and referred lo ie

Committee on Public Lands.
Mr. SMITH of Indiana remarked that the Commit¬

tee on Public Lands had the whole subject before it, and
said that he had no doubt that that committee would re¬

port a general bill on the subject, inasmuch as two of
the Slates, Connecticut and Kentucky, had already re¬

ceived donations for that laudable object.
The resolution was adopted.
Numerous bills from the House of Representatives,

of a private nature were read twice and appropriately
reierred to the Standing Committees

iuperintendent (if the Upper JMis&issippi irnu mines, m-

ret her with his correspondence with the Ordnance De¬

triment upon the subject, since his appointment to thai

Mr McROBERTS J.oped the Sertftie would lake up
he bill which was under diecuas.on several days ago,

dc^rable7hu"Ptl|'c" M\ ilmuldbe passed as

advertised, and if any change was to be made in the

nntirv of the extra session on pre emptions, it should

he mJd* before these land sales lake place It was just
bottlers that, t should be done He hoped, .here-

fore, the Senate would gratify hi... by taking up the

b''Mr" I'l'aY*fntVrposed, and trusted the Senate tvould
oroceed to the consideration ofthe special order-his re-

Sol,.lions on retrenchment and reform. He, however,
vixldi'd to tin' solicitation ot

Mr YOUNG, on whose motion the Senate took up
the resolution submitted on Friday, which was read as

'"fej That the Secretary of War be instructed to

communicate to the Senate the report of John Flanagan,
superintendent of the Upper M...siss, pp. lead minei, to-

getl
partmen t upon

!%Vr PRESTON moved to amend the resolution by
adding the following words:
"And all information in the possession of the Depart¬

ment respecting these lands.
Mr. YOUNG accepted the amendment as a mode¬

ration and the resolution was adopted.cat.on, an
KKTRKNC||MKNT AX. REFORM.

The Senate then took up the resolutions ot Mr. l lay,
to increase the Tariff above the maximum of the Com-

promise act: to repeal that provision of the Distribution
act which requires its operation to be suspended .1 a

dut'v of more than 20 per cent, be demanded to support
the'Government; lo retrench and economize the ex-

penses of Government.
To which Mr. Wright had proposed amendments.

in favor or practical economy, by abolishing useless of¬

fices; by lopping off all unnecessary expenses in Con-

jjre-ss and all the Departments of the Government; and
bv repealing the Distribution act, so as to render any
increase of the tarill' above the Compromise act, or any
now burdens on the people, unnecessary.
Mr. CHOATE obtained the floor and spoke for up¬

wards of an hour in favor of the resolutions generally,!
but particularly in relation to that recommending an

increase of tariff. That resolution he considered in¬

volved tho whole ground of discussion; and the man¬

ner in which the subject should be disposed of this ses¬

sion of Congress was for years, perhaps generations, to

decide the fate of great and important interests, on the

prosperity or downfall of which,depended the whole
fabric of national power. The tariti to be now adjust-
cd may, he conceived, either give permanency to vital
source's of prosperity, or paralyze them so that they
shall remain prostrate long after future efforts lo resus¬

citate them.
He maintained that this Government had the con¬

stitutional power to protccl and encourage American
industry; and that it was to be found in the taxing
power, sanctioned and authorized by the clause in the
Constitution which delegated tlie power to regulate
commerce. He contended that under these powers!
there was a co-operating duty imperative on the Go-j
vernmcnt to afford home industry full protection, re¬

gardless of every one and every thing, but the obvious
intention of the Constitution; and that intention uaslol
he traced with certainty from abundance of colempora-
neous evidences. This, he argued, was the true and
only true American policy. He considered the Gene¬
ral Government not only bound to protect, but to bring
lo life every source of prosperity in the country.
He contended that discrimination was to be carried

to any necessary extent fur the accomplishment of this
object, and that Congress could, under the Constitution,
exempt from duty any articles it pleased, and put what
duties it thought proper on others, and, above all,
could, and ought, to adjust the tariff by the home valu¬
ation alone.
He denied that there was any thing in the compro¬

mise act to debar a recurrence to the protective system
after the expiration of the nine years of reduction. He
insisted tliEt Mr. Madison, from the year 17?9 to the
close of his life, had always contended that this power
was found in the clause authorizing Congress to regu¬
late commerce with the world. In proof of this, lie
read passages from Mr. Madison's messages and letters.
He considered Mr. Madison good authority for the
power given by the Constitution.

Congress, he maintained, was authorized by the Con¬
stitution fully and amply, in the clause lor the regula¬
tion of commerce, to do and perform any net which,
according to the vocabulary of the time, could be deem¬
ed and taken to be an act in furtherance of the regula¬
tion of commerce, even if reaching to the tutal exclu¬
sion of foreign imports, affecting injuriously domestic
commerce. This presumption is paramount till the
contrary is proved; and the contrary had never yet
been proved It never had been shown that the lan¬
guage of the Constitution d:d not mean, what the
friends of protection construe it to mean, supported bv
(he contemporaneous language of every commercial
country of that time. He argued that in the year 17r7 or

17c!\ the term to "regulate commerce" meant a power
lo pass any law deemed necessary for the protection of
domestic industry. He denied that any commercial
country of that day understood the phrase in any other
sense. In support of this, he took a general review of
British legislation at that period, lie also reviewed
the controversy of the mother country with her trans-
Atlantic colonies on the subject of the stamp act, and
averred that, throughout this controversy every speak¬
er anil every writer.every politician.understood the
right maintained by the British Government to protect
and encourage its own manufacturing interests rested
on its power "lo regulate commerce." On this subject
he quoted many authorities, chiefly speeches and politi¬
cians of England and lliis country from the year 17(j(i|
to the end of the eighteenth century, and thence down
to the present time. He maintained, from all this, that
such opinions and arguments being familiar to llie|
framers of the Constitution,they could understand the'
phrase "to regulate commerce" in no other sense than
that which so universally prevailed at the time. This
he considered presumptive evidence that the intention
of the frnrnprs of the Constitution, was lo afford do¬
mestic industry substantive encouragement, as well as

incidental protection.the one under the power to re-

gulate commerce, and the other under the taxing power
He as-erted that before the year 1787, the people of!

this country demanded a stronger Government than ex-
isted at the period, for the very purpose of protecting
home industry ogainst foreign competition; and forlhej
purpose of regulating commerce with other nations,so;
as to check the importation of goods interfering with
domestic manufactures, and to give home industry an

impetus, which would develope all the resources of the
country, essential for the supply and consumption of
the confederation, whether in times of peace or war.

In fulfilment of the desire of the people for a strong
Government, lie contended that to effect the purposes
they had in view, the present constitution was consum¬

mated, clothing the legislative department of the Gene¬
ral Government, with the power to afford the fullest
measure of protection deemed necessary for the deve¬
lopment of home resources and home industry, to the
manufacturing interests; and therefore he assumed that
the strongest presumptive evidence existed that no other
meaning than that entertained by the friends of protec¬
tion, could be given to the power to regulate commerce
even to the total exclusion of foreign manufactured

articles, which check and compete with domestic ma¬

nufactures.
What, after all, he asked, was this power, but a power

to protect the labor of this country from being bound
down and paralyzed by the pauper labor of foreign na-

tions? The only question could be, whether the na¬

tion or the States should have the power of this pro¬
tecting domestic labor: and arguing from the analogous
powers delegated by the Constitution.the taxing pow¬
er, ireaty power, and power to make peace or war, as

well as every other accorded to the General Govern¬
ment, he maintained that the protective power belonged
to the same delegated agency, and was to be found in
the taxing power and the power to regulate commerce.

He reiterated that this power was demanded by the peo¬
ple in the formation of the new Constitution; and re¬

ferred to the processions of trndes convened to celebrate
as a jubilee the insertion of this power to regulate com¬
merce, in the Constitution, as a full and satisfactory
protection of their interests, tie also referred to the
debates of the Convention, to show I hot the strong¬
est argument urged against the Old Confederation was

its inability to give ample protection to home industry,
in consequence of not being invested with any power
to regulate commerce.

In conclusion, Mr. C. implored the Senate so to ex¬

ercise the powers of the Constitution as to be not less
neglectful of national interests than were the framers
of the instrument itself. If so many Congresses and so

many Presidents had lured the manufacturers of Ame¬
rica "into the investment of all their capital, and much
of their credit, in the promotion of home industry,
would it, he asked, be just, wise, or politic, now, to

deny them that protection which hail thus become
doubly their due.

Mr. MILLER observed that it was his desire to

speak on these resolutions, but the hour being late, he
hoped the Senate would go into Executive session.
The Senate then went into Executive session, and

shortly after adjourned.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

Mr. BARNARD asked permission to make a report
from the Judiciary Committee. He desired lo report a

bill to amend an actestablishing judicially courts of the
U. S. This was the bill which was mentioned on seve¬

ral occasions last week, which was necessary to enable
the courts of Pennsylvania to hold jury trials.

Mr. J R. 1NGERSOLLexplained the necessity for
the passage of this hill; and after some discussion be-
twe^n Messrs. BARNARD, WM. W. IRWIN,CHAS
BROWN, C. J. INGERSOLL, J. R. l.NGERSOLL,
and others, the bill was read a third time and passed.

Mr. EVERETT then called for the regular order of
business, which
The SPEAKER said was the reception of petitions.
Petitions were then presented from Ohio by Messrs

PENDLETON, DEAN, MATHIOT, SAMSON MA¬
SON, COWEN. SWEENEY, C. MORRIS, DOAN,
S. J. ANDREWS, and ME DILL.
Mr. ME DILL presented resolution? of the Ohio Le¬

gislature; instructing the Senators and requesting ihe

Representatives in CongffM Ircm that State, to urge
the passage of a bill refunding to General Jackson the

fine of one thousand dollar.', and costs, impoaed on hint

by a judec in Louisiana, immediately utter tiie battle

of New Orleans, with interest; which, on his motion,
was referred to tin- Committee of Claims.
Mr C \VK JOHNSON presented the petitions of

Win. Cooke and others, citizens of the county of

Hickinun, in the State of lennessee.
James Honda and others, citizens of the county of

Hickman, Tennessee.
lames D Easby and others of the same county.
II. J.. Kimble and others, citizens ot the county of

Montgomery, Tennessee.
Wm. II. Mumford and others, citizens oi Montgome¬

ry county, Tennessee.
All prarine the repeal of the bankrupt law.

Mr JOHNSON said these petitions were signed by
many of the most respectable and intelligent citizens of
the state.by farmers, hiwyers, doctors, merchants, and
traders, and by Democrats and Wings. They de-

noiinee the law for "its retrospective operation," as "a

fln.rrant violation of the rights of property' .that .t

"ovens the dour for frond and peljury that it will

only benefit the "gambler in business to the great in¬

jury of "sound mm" and the "producing classes.".
He expressed his concurrence with the views of his con¬

stituents, and moved their reference to the Committee
on the Judiciary, with instructions to report instauter

a bill postponing the operation oi the act till the -llli of

March next.
Mr. ARNOLD asked if the instructions were now

in order.
Mr. TURNEY moved a call of the House; which

was negatived.
Mr. CHITTENDEN moved to lay the petition, with

the instructions, on the table.
Mr. SAMSON MASON called for the ayes and noen

on that motion, and 27 rose in favor of the ayes and

noes.
Mr. CLIFFORD called for tellers, andI Mr. BROWN

of Tennessee, and Mr. BOARD.V1AN ot Connecticut,
were appointed; 40 passed through the tellers, and the

ayes and noes were ordered without taking the nega¬
tive vote. The ayes and noes were then taken, as fol¬
lows: ayes rO, noes !Ki. So the motion to lay on the
table was negatived.
The question then recurred on the motion for the

previous (jiiestion, which was not seconded.the vote

being 81 in the affirmative and S7 in the negative. The
instructions were then laid over, and the presentation
of petitions from Tennessee was continued by Messrs
W. B. Campbell, McClellan, Turney, Arnold, Caru-
tliers, Gentry and Milton Brown.

Mr. ARNOLD presented a petition professing to be
from Virginia, bearing the postmark oi Virginia Mills,
praying the House to censure Mr. J. (2- Adams, Mr.
Marshall, and Mr. Wise, for wasting the time of the
House on the Haverhill petition, and for using unpar¬
liamentary language in debate. The petition was in
favor of the right of petition, and it did not deem Mr.
Adams censurable for presenting the Haverhill peti¬
tion, but it deemed Mr. Marshall censurable for the

opinions lie expressed on that subject. The question
of reception was laid on the table.
From S Carolina: By Messrs. HOLMES, CALD¬

WELL, J. CAMPBELL, W. BUTLER, and RO-
GERS.
The following resolution was adopted, on motion ol

Mr CAMPBELL, of South Carolina:
Hrsolrcd, That the Committee of Elections be in-

structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by
law lor uniformity in elections for Representatives to

Congress, by the establishment of the district system
throughout the U. Slates. ,

From North Carolina: By Messrs. DEBERRY and
STANLY. i
From Virginia: By Messrs. HOPKINS, STUART,

STERNROD, WILLIAM SMITH, GOGG1N, SUM-
MERS, HAYS, and POWELL.
Mr. HOPKINS presented the petition of James L

Yost, and ">!) others, citizens of the counties ol Wythe
and Smyth, praying for the establishment of a post
route. |

Also, a petition from citizens of the counties ot

Washington and Scott, praying for the establishment
of a post route; which, on his motion, were referred to

the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads.
Mr. MARCHAND presented a petition from John

Mourer, and ;>43 citizens of Pennsylvania, asking an

imposition of duties on articles of foreign manufacture.
Mr. BIDLACK presented a large numberof petitions

from numerous citizens of Northern Pennsylvania,
praying for the imposition of such discriminating duties
upon all articles of import, as will secure adequate pro
tection to American industry.

Several petitions from citizens of Coe county, ask-
ing the readjustment of the tariff, with a view to the
eflVct upon the important interest of the manufacturer
of iron.
Mr BIDLACK then asked if it would be in order to

give his reasons for not presenting a petition.
On the SPEAKER'S replying in the negative,
Mr. BIDLACK said he held in his hand a petition,

very respectably signed, complaining of the great con-

sumption of the tune of the House occasioned by the
course of the Hon. J. Q Adams, and praying the House
to adopt some mode of getting rid of him peaceably,
either l>y creating some office for him for life, or in such
other way as the wisdom of Congress might devise..
Mr. H. raid, that as the presentation of this petition
would probably be the cause of consuming the time of
the House, the very evil of which the petitioners com¬
plained, he declined to present it.

Mr. BARNARD presented a petition signed by 33
citizens of King's county, New York, setting forth a

list of grievances, the chief among which is the right
of petition, and ending with a prayer that Congress
will take measures for a peaceable dissolution of the
Union. Mr. B concluded with moving to refer the pe-
tition fo the Commiltfe on the Judiciary, with in-
structions to report thai the prayer of the petitioners
ought not to be granted: also, to report a rule rescind-
ing the 'Jlst rule, which prohibits the presentation of
abolition petitions. <

Mr. WISE raised the question of reception, and, on

the proposition that the petition be received, moved I
the previous question.

Mr. BRIGGS gave notice of an intention to debate'
the question, but did so while Mr. WISE was on the
floor. j
The SPEAKER said the question must go over, on

notice given of debate by the gentleman from Massa¬
chusetts.
A conversation then followed between the SPEAK¬

ER and Mr. WISE, on the point of order involved,
Mr. W. insisting that the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts had no right to give notice of debate while
he occupied the floor. The Speaker, however, ad¬
hered to his decision that the question must go over.

Mr. EVERETT presented a petition from himself,
praying Congress to adopt the plan of a Fiscal Agent
enclosed in it, and moved to refer it to the Committee
of the Whole on the state of the Union.

Mr. W. W. IRWIN, COOPER of Ga , PROFFIT
and others, raised the question whether this was in or¬

der.
Mr. COOPER of Georgia called for the reading of

the petition and plan enclosed, and they were read ac-

cordingly.
The CHAIR decided that it was in order.
Mr. PROFFITAppealed from the decision, and ask¬

ed for the yeas and nays, but they were not ordered,
and on taking the question the decision uf the Chair
was affirmed.
The petition was then referred to the Committee of

the Whole on the state of the Union.
From Connecticut: By Messrs. BOARDMAN, OS¬

BORNE, TRUMBULL, BROCKWAY and TRU¬
MAN SMITH.
The House then adjourned.

Huzza', for Specie payments.The Progress of Resump¬
tion.

On Saturday last Governor Porter signed the Bill re¬

quiring of our banks an immediate resumption of specie
payments'. This will be good news to our citizens. The
law is not as good an one aa we had a right to expect,
but it is better than none, and at any rate acknow¬
ledges one grand leading feature of moral right and ho¬
nesty.
We need not republish the law. We gave a few

days ago its substance; and we have sincc stated what
we thought would be its probable effect. The Com¬
mercial, and Philadelphia Banks will pay specie instan-
ter. The Western, the North America Southwark,
Kensington and Moyamensing, it is thought will do
same. The Banks generally which have issued Relief
notes will, we fear, refuse. However, time will show,
and at such a moment it is idle to speculate.
Wc are glad that Pennsylvania has at length placed

herself on a level with her sister States, and we hope
she may be enabled to maintain her honor. In Mary¬
land, the banks resume on the 1st of May. In Ohio,
they have already resumed. In the District of Colum¬
bia, they resume with those of Baltimore and Richmond.
In New Orleans, they resume on the 1st September..
In S. Carolina and Georgia, specie is generally current.
The banks of Michigan and Illinois, having gone to the
"bow-wows," the circle of sound currency may uow

be considered as almost complete.
It only now remains for the Legislature of Alabama,

Tennessee and Kentucky to force the banks of those
Commonwealths into the path of honesty, and with
such evidences around them of its policy, we think
they will not long be able to hesitate. We hope there-
fore for the best. We hope to see the stain of dishonor
fully wiped from the escutcheon of our country; and
to hear us spoken of not as a nation of swindlers, (to
w hich appellation the conduct of our banks for the last
few years has too well entitled us,) but as a nation
proud of its credit, proud of its faith, and proud of its
ability beyond all others to boast of the integrity of its
mercantile character..Phil. Spirit of the Times.

{tr temperance meeting in POWHATAN county.

.The ritizens of Powhatan are requested to attend a meeting at

Peterville Cli'irrli, on Saturday, the 19th instant, for the purpose
of forming a county Temjierance Society. Several addre»»<-«

may lie expected.
Powhatan, Marrh 17, 1342.

ACAKI)..Desiring to wind up my business as "tlrneral.igenl
pj the /'rnitentiury" as speedily as possible, I most respectful¬

ly call on those who are Indebted to me to settle their accounts..
I cannot close thii notice without tendering to my late patrons
my thanks ( which I hereby do) for ihe patronage extended to me.

Office on Uih street,opposite the Custom House.
J AM. U. WATSON, laU .1frnl Prnimtiarv.
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'I'u the Central Corresponding Comnitteis «/" the Coun¬
ties unit t'.oro u»hs of I trot nut.

Frllotc Citizens: W e think it our Only t«> c.iil \,ur
attention to a passage in llie Address of the Deniocri.
lie Convention of the yd February:
"We call upon our Democratic friends to go forward

to the polls! We cull upon all who agree with us ia
fundamental principle*; all who go with us for a str:ct
construction of the Constitution; all who ar,» oppose,)
to a National Bank, a National Debt, and a Protective
Tariff; all who are opposed to the odious Ameiiean Ms.

tern as revived or attempted to be revived, in the It-
gislation of the extra session; no matter by what name

they have heretofore been called, no matter with what
party they have heretofore acted; we call upon them a!i
to unite with us in maintaining the Constitution «.f, .r

country against the assaults of Federal legislation'-.
Let us beware of distraction and divisions! Let us not

permit our adversaries to triumph over us any where,
far the want of union among ourselves! Kvery where
bring your strongest man into the field, anil concen

trate all your votes on him. Let not men of the sa.ne

principles, of the same party, contend for the same place
Jealousies among ourselves, distraction, divisions, dis
aaters and defeat may he the consequence. Let every
man feel, and act upon the principle, that his own per¬
sonal success, his own personal elevation, or that i f
Ins friend, is nothing; but the success of our great, and

glorious cause, is every thing ! In this spirit, Jet us t».»

into the canvass ' In ihis spirit, let us meet cur oppo¬
nents at the polls ! And animated by this spirit, we

shall achieve a signal triumph! the triumph >-1" truth
overerror; of the constitutional principles oi'civil liber¬
ty, oyer lawless usurpation and unauthorized power

Such, gentlemen, are the sentiments of the Demo¬
cracy who were recently assembled in General (Yn
vention in this City.such the warnings tliey girt-
sucli the advice, which they would impress upon ur

friends in every county and city of the Commonwealth.
We cannot improve upon the language they employ
and we content ourselves with repeating it, ami ear¬

nestly calling your attention to the moral which i! con¬

veys. Harmony, Vigilance and Knergy are the quali
lies which we should cherish. They are essential tose

cure us success in the great struggle w hich is at hand
We address ourselves to yon, Fellow-Citizens, be¬

cause yon have been selected as a Corresponding
Committee for your comity.a Committee of Vigi¬
lance and of Correspondence. We call upon you to

do your duty, with promptitude and with energy -
Should there be anv division in your county; should
there be any undue competition among our candi¬
dates, either lor ihe county or the Senatorial Distrii t,
lose not a moment.but act forthwith, and throw oil
upon the agitated waves. If the candidates will n>.l

forthwith make arrangements among themselves, m,

that they will not jostle with each other, then we

call upon you, in the name of the Republican Party,
and in virtue of the responsible office which has
been devolved upon you, to step forward; to sre the
candidates yourselves; to appeal to their patriotism;
anil to address those strong consideration-* to each
which are so well calculated to operate upon men of
sense and of virtue, and prevail upon all the rest to

withdraw their pretensions, so as to leave the field
to the strongest candidate! If you should fail in
this effort, then without delay appeal to their friends
Tor co-operation; and if this will not avail yon, then
appeal to the l'eopie; call a nominating convention
ni your county or Senatorial District to select a can¬

didate, and throw all competition out of the ques¬
tion. These divisions are the most apt to spring up
from the hotbed of our our own strength.in coun¬

ties, where we may be supposed to have less to fear
Iroin our enemies. But it would be the most un¬

fortunate of all things, if our strength should prove
the source of our weakness.if our prosperity should
lead to our defeat.if the number of our candidates
should prompt the Whigs to start men of their own

to profit by our divisions, and triumph over our dis¬
tractions.
We conjure you, therefore, to act at once, (and to

whom belter can we appeal, than to yourselves, ill*
Select Committee of Correspondence?)
We advise you to organize yourselves without de¬

lay; to extend your Committee of Vigilance into every
precinct; to rouse yourselves, anil to rouse the People
The prospects before us are cheering. Nothing can

defeat us, but a false security in our own strength.an
unfortunate division in ourown ranks, from the repre
hensible perseverance of ambitious aspirants. These
are not the times, for men to consult their own indivi
dual advancement. The personal success of the can¬

didate "is nothing. Hut the success of our great and
glorious cause, is every thing."

Yours, respectfully,
THOMAS RITCHIE, Choi,man

Of the Central Corresponding Committee
(In the immt anil hij the adi t, e 1/ the Comintli'f !

Richmond, March 17, 1S42.

The Mine sprung once again '

The Whigs of the Senate are dissatisfied with their
defeat They were determined on carrying out the Dis
tribution system, if it be possible to carry it "by honk
or by crook." For this purpose, they have sprung a new

mine upon its opponents in the Senate, and arjam "the
engineer is blown up by his own petard."' This move,

ment is so outre, that we feel ourselves impelled to give
a sketch of the transaction, as a part of the history n

the times.and more, especially, as the Richmond VN L'^-
of yesterday morning tells a part of the story only, not
the whole.and is guilty of what the Jurists call a "*»//>.
firessio reri." We have sought the truth in the H"'
cords of the Senate.and here is a sketch of this cu

rious transaction. |Let the condition of the Senate he
recollected. The body, when full, consists of thirty*
two members. Parties half and half. that is to sa\,

counting Messrs. Fontaine and Anderson among t

allies of the Whigs.and Mr. Thornton, though ".

principle opposed to all the great measures of the K\-
Ira Session, yet co-operatintr with the Whigs in the re

ception of the Distribution Fund.yet willing, toe, 'o

join in a Protest against the law, and to instrurt our

Senators to repeal it. Two Senators are now absent,
viz : Messrs. Cuslis and Tod.the first a Wing, the lit
ter a Democrat.]
On Saturday last, Mr. Preston submitted the follow¬

ing Resolution :

"Resolrril, That the share of Virginia of the nett pr"
ceeds ol the Public Lands to which she is entitled tin

der the Act of Congress, passed in the yenr I"II, and
which was approved on the 4th duy of September, "i

that year, ought to be received by the Commonwealth
of Virginia and held by her, subject to such appropru
lion as the General Assembly may hereafter think j<n>t
and proper."
This resolution was submitted on Saturday, and <!v

cided by the Speaker (Mr. Nash) not to be admissible,
under the 4th rule of the Senate which declares, th*'
"a question once decided shall stand as the judgment »l

the Senate, and cannot again be drawn into debate tin

ring the same session, except when it may be judged
proper to recede in consequence of a conference w'b
the House of Delegates".this being substantially tli<*
same proposition which had heretofore been rejected 1/
the Senate.
The Resolution was laid upon the table, and not act¬

ed upon on Saturday..On Tuesday lust, Mr. Preston
called up the decision of the Speaker in relation toil"*
Resolution, ottered by liiin on Saturday, in relation to

the share of Virginia, of the nett proceed-* of the I tib-

lie Lands..And on the question being taken on the ap¬
peal from the decision of the Speaker, it was not sus¬
tained by an tqual division of the Senate.ayi* I-',
noes 15.The question was put in the usual lorn: .

"Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the judginen'
of the House?".and by a tie vote, of course, the deci*1-
of (he Chair fell as the judgment of the House..I--''
ayes and noes were called by Messrs. McMullen ai'd
Bouldin.and are as follows:
.lyes.Messrs. Nash, (Speaker,) Hunton, Car*"^

Willey, Atkinson, Baptist, Woolfolk, Piper, IJ"uUin>
Moffctt, Shmn, McMullen, Scott, Newman,
Thompson .13.

,\oes.Messrs. Campbell, Thornton, Cocke, l'ey! ".

Bondurant, Conrad, Preston, Tunstall, Lyons, Carte',

Faulkner, Woodhouse, Fontaine, Mcllhaney and A"
erson.15.
Mr. McMullen moved an adjournment.which

lost, by a strict party vote of 15 to 15.
Mr. Preston moved the previous question, >w.'r"

cuts off all amendments.)
Upon which, Mr. Shinn moved an adjournment.

Lost again, by a vote of 15 to 15.a strict party vote

Mr. Preston's motion for the Previous Question,"3'
disagreed to by the same vole, 15 to 15. (The
vote as before.)
The Senate then proceeded to the consideration

the Resolution submitted ^ Mr. Preston.
Mr. Woolfolk moved to amend the said resolu' 3

by adding to the end thereof, the following:
"And that our Representatives in Congress be

quested, and our Senators instructed, to oppose the

peal of that provision of the Distribution law, ufl '

which the distribution is to be suspended, if ®' ®

time during the existence of that act, there sha.l ^
imposition of duties on all imports inconsisten »

the provisions of the ict of March 2nd, IS33,^'
an act to modify the act of the 14th of July,
all olher acts imposing duties on imports, and / ^
the rate of duty fixed by that act, to 20 percent,
value of such imports, or any of them.' ^he
This amendment was disagreed to, 1^ 10

party vote, as heretofore.) , j pf3-
Mr. Newman then moved to amend the .pf#e

posed amendment, by striking out the vror

Schools".ond inserting in lieu tbereot in*

"the payment of the public debt." fth<el>
Mr Woolfolk moved the previous quest.o


